Writing Assignment 2: Human Excellence
Due Friday, September 16, 2011

(in hardcopy, at the beginning of class)

Now that you’ve described excellence at some particular skill, try to describe what it is (or would be like) to be excellent as a person (i.e., morally excellent or beautiful). Imagination will be required here. You should feel free to use characters from literature or film as models – this is a major way in which we learn how to be good – but you should say what characters you are drawing on if you do so. You may of course also use friends or family members as models, in which case you need not say who it is.
There are two options for how to do this:
Either
a) Pick a specific, morally complex situation (stick with one that could actually happen to you around this time of your life), and explain what you would think, say, do, etc. in that situation if you were a fully excellent person. Whom would you consult? As with the previous paper, make sure to say what it would be like to be excellent. (E.g., would your decisions in the case be difficult? In what way? What kinds of confidence would you have? Would action just automatically follow decision? Or would you have a hard time doing what you decided was right?)
Or

b) Pick a particular moral excellence (patience, self-control, justice, courage, wisdom, intelligence, etc.) and explain what it is (or would be) like to have your character shaped by that virtue. How would you see the world? What things would seem important and what would seem unimportant? What are some specific decisions you would make as a result of possessing that particular excellence? What everyday inclinations would you have, and what ones would you not have? (E.g., a self-controlled person would presumably not have to frequently overcome the urge to enter and win drinking contests.)
Note: Please do not write an ode to the particular virtue you have picked. I know it’s a wonderful thing. Instead, describe the experience of living out this virtue.
Either way, please compose a 1-page, double-spaced essay explaining your view. You may consult and cite other published sources; alternatively, you may consult only yourself or your fellow students. Either is fine with me. Consulting other published sources (including web sources) without citing them, however, is right out.

This is worth between 5 and 10 percent of your class grade. I will evaluate your work based on a) quality of writing and b) how interesting the answer is.
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