Language Precision Exercises 4 (UL)
Part 1: Reading
Please go over participles and gerunds, sections 6.7-6.17, at the following website:

http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/grammar/guide_6.htm
There is a discussion of dangling modifiers at this site:


https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/597/1/
Please also read about the passive voice, sections 1.19-1.24, at the site:

http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/grammar/guide_1.htm
Part 2: Exercises (to be submitted on Brightspace)

A. Directions: One of the most difficult parts of formal English writing (and, to be fair, writing in many other languages) is properly linking up modifiers with the thing they modify, especially when those modifiers are whole phrases. Please rearrange or rewrite the following sentences (from Johnston’s website) to clarify their most likely meaning. Note that the passive voice often yields dangling modifiers, so one fix is to switch to active voice.

1. Tired of life and drinking to forget his failure, we have much sympathy for the hero of this book.

2. He ran out of the bathroom and along the corridor after the mailman all covered in shaving cream.

3. Examining the character of the main character, it is clear that he is the source of many problems in his family.

4. Exhausted and very hungry, the journey was finished.

5. Getting to the root of the problem, King Lear's relationship with his daughters has to be examined.

6. After reaching the end of the play, Maggie is still confusing to me.

7. After examining all the arguments, it seems that there is no answer to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

8. It is never entirely clear just what sort of relationship Hamlet and Ophelia have or have not had, after reading the script over many times.

9. Driving all night through the pouring rain, his tiredness made him fail to see the pedestrian.

10. After thinking about the benefits of re-organizing, the decision was made to delay the proposal.
B. Please copy, paste (into a document), and complete exercise 9.0, found at http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/grammar/genreview.htm
As this is the final installment in the sequence of assignments, you should improve the paragraph’s grammar as much as you can (without rewriting the whole thing).

